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EDGAR ALLAN POE.
IProm. the first Poe had entered upon his work with vigor, and he soon took entire charge of the magazine.   Besides fulfilling tibe manifold and distracting duties incident to mere editorship he contributed tales, poems, and reviews, signed and unsigned, as well as compendious articles, which although unclaimed are clearly from his hand.    A considerable portion of this matter had been written before he came to Richmond, but the entire mass is so large as to prove that he was a not less diligent than facile author.    Much of his work was of slight importance then, and now posterity is interested in little more of it than a few poems and the seven new tales, "Loss  of Breath,"  "King Pest," "Shadow,"  "Metzengerstein,"   "Due   de I/Omelette," " Epimanes," and " A Tale of Jerusalem," which he added to the seven already issued. These fourteen, presumably all but two of the "Tales of the Folio Club," which the Philadelphia house had so long held under consideration, stand in a group by themselves as the first fruits of Poe's genius.   In conception and execution they afford types of his later works in both the arabesque and grotesque manner, as he afterwards happily named the two extremes of his style, and without requiring too dose a scrutiny they illustrate the development of his mind and art.    Only five of them are purely imaginative, and of these " Berenice " is the most varied and comprehensive;  in it Poe's hero first comes upon the stage, a man struck with some
